
 

 

August 2013   CIRCULATION: 1,278 
Wamboin Community Assn: www.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community: www.bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade: http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au 
All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION that started The Whisper as a 

community newsletter in 1981, and continues to own it.  The newsletter is distributed to all letterboxes in Wamboin, Bywong and to 

Palerang Council residents southeast of the Federal Highway at the start of each month, except January.  Contributions from all residents are 

encouraged, valued and the main content of the newsletter.  The Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-

3484.  Please email contributions to either Tnednoel@optusnet.com.au or whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or mail them.  The deadline 

for the next issue of The Whisper is always the last Sunday of the month, 7 pm, so for the September 2013 issue the deadline is Sunday, 25 

August, 7 pm.  Instant Colour Press will then multiply 1 copy into more than 1200.   Then the new issue goes to volunteer deliverers by the 

first Sunday of the new month. 

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES Fire/Police/Ambulance  - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours 
Bungendore Police:  6238 1244   Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre: 0409 991 340    Ambulance Bookings: 131233 

    LOCAL  FACILITIES AND CONTACTS 
Wamboin Community Assn Je  Jenny Richards, President   6238 1329 president@wamboincommunity.asn.au 

Bywong Community Darryl Bourke, President  president@bywongcommunity.org.au 

Fire Brigade Richard Hobbs, Captain 0409 991 340   

Palerang Councillor Pete Harrison 0427 711 028  cr.pete.harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Palerang Councillor Keith France 0427 365 715 cr.keith.france@palerang.nsw.gov.au 

Wamboin Markets Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Sutton School Playgroup Johanna Bradley , Convenor 0406 399 713 johannabradley@dodo.com.au 

Landcare Roger Good, Secretary 6236 9048  

Community Nurse  Heather Morrison, Bungendore 6238 1333  

Emergency Services NSW Call Centre, Staff 132 500  

Emergency Services Admin. Colin Brown, Controller 6238 1067  

Justice of the Peace Peter Greenwood, JP 6238 3358  

Justice of the Peace Keith France, JP 6238 3596  

Justice of the Peace Margaret Fletcher, JP 6238 1211  

Justice of the Peace Tony Holland 6238 3762 hollandfamily@rockyhill.com.au 

Justice of the Peace Jill Sedaitis, JP 6236 9559  

Wamboin Scout Group Peter Harrison, contact 6238 3525  

Wamboin Pony Club Leanne Quick, Club Captain 6238 3435  

Geary’s Gap Pony Club Katarina Biondic, contact 0421 859 917  

Wamboin Play Group Emma Auzins, Convener 6238 3974   emauzins@gmail.com 

Bywong Hall Bookings Guy Cotsell, contact 6230 3523        cotsell@moraguy.net 

Wamboin Hall Bookings Joan Mason, contact 6238 3258  

Church - Anglican Robyn Robertson, Warden 6238 3202  

Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor, cntacts 6238 3220  

KYB Bible Study Group Yvonne Barrett, contact 6230 3539   

Golf Peter Greenwood, Golfer 6238 3358 p.greenwood2@bigpond.com 

Injured Wildlife Wildcare, Helpline 6299 1966  

Wonderful Wmen of Wmbn Gail Ritchie Knight, Contact 0416 097 500 whirlwind@argonite.com.au 

Lake George VIEW Club Pauline Segeri, contact 6238 1996  

Wamboin Book Group Alice Scott, Secretary 6238 3178  

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
Alana Stenning pet sitting 6238 3030 Jess Smith pet sitting, house sitting 6238 3115 

Fiona Skea baby sitting 6238 3290 Ashleigh Caird baby sitting 6238 0746 

Rebecca Purdie pet sitting 6238 3343 Gabrielle Simpkin baby sitting/ pets sitting 6238-1335 

Mara Sutcliffe pet sitting 6238 3228 Jack & Matilda Whitney child, pet & house sttg, odd jobs 6238 3059 

Jordan Brown baby sitting 0414-907-921 Genevieve Phipps Babysitting/ petsitting 6238 1660 
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 Hello everyone. There is little to report this past month however a number of things will be coming soon. 

 Curry Night – Curry Night is coming soon on August 17th at the Community Hall in Bingley Way. The event gets 
under way at 7:30 pm and is hosted by Dave Hubbard. More information about this event is available further on in The 
Whisper.  

 Bonfire Night Preparations – Next month (September 21st) we will hold our annual Bonfire Night. This month we 
are calling for people to start bringing in their green waste to the site on the oval at the Community Hall. Remember we need 
prunings, brush, logs and such off-cuts for the bonfire – not general rubbish. More information about this event and what to 
bring to the oval is available further on in The Whisper. 

 Art Competition For Our Youngest People – Our art competition for the 6,7 and 8 year olds is still going so if 
anyone has a child in that age range send us your child's art work so we can publish it in The Whisper. 

 Elections– No one seems to know when the federal election will be called. (All of us here at the WCA are desperately 
hoping it wont be on Saturday 21st September for the obvious reasons). However we hope to be able to host a Meet the 
Candidates Night once we (and the rest of Australia) has a confirmed election date. Since we may not have the time to 
advertise this in The Whisper look out for the possibility of such a meeting on the roadway chalkboards. 

 That’s all from me for this month. 

 Jenny Richards ( President) 

                  
Wamboin

Community Association
President’s Paragraphs
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 Trivia:    Low winter temperatures didn’t keep people away from last month’s hugely successful Bywong Trivia night, 

which attracted more than seventy motivated and knowledgeable people competitors. Departing teams pronounced it a “best 

yet!”. 
  This year’s closely contested event  was won by the Bywong Book Club, which had established its credentials with a 

second placing last year. The night followed the classic formula of 10 rounds each of 8 questions, but bristled with unusual fun 

touches found in rounds with such beguiling names as “Can you bear it?” (questions pertaining to famous bears) and prizes 

given for answers which were most imaginative, as well as those which were correct (who could quibble at a prize for defining 

Formula 1 racing term “DRS” in titillating terms as  “Driver Relief System”  rather than the more prosaic answer Drag 

Reduction System”?) 
  Bywong’s now renowned soup-makers  regaled competitors with a great range of  home made soups accompanied by 

delicious crispy bread rolls from local Swiss chef Peter Zimmerman. Jim Greethead again proved a welcoming human 

presence as MC and the Community’s multi-talented President Darryl Bourke installed sound and light gadgets used to present 

the highly entertaining programme  devised by our resident showman John-Pierre Favre. John-Pierre is planning an even more 

spectacular programme for next year with more fiendish questions, sicker jokes  and musical interludes, and visual displays 

with even the possibility of an opera singer.  
  The evening raised more than $600, which will be returned to the community in the form of grants to various groups 

and causes. 
 Fire Brigade Donation:   At the our meeting on 9 July President of the Bywong Community Association, Darryl 

Bourke, and Committee member Pauline Chambers presented a cheque donation of $1500 to the President of the Wamboin 

Rural Fire Brigade, Ian Coillet. Accepting the donation, Ian said the brigade's firefighters and members of the Support Crew 

very much appreciated the efforts and support of the Bywong Community Association in nominating the community's fire 

brigade as a key beneficiary of the annual Bywong Car Boot Sale. The funds donated had assisted the brigade to purchase a 

powered live hose reel for one of the brigade's fire fighting tankers. The donation reflects the ongoing strong support of the 

Community for our local Fire Brigade.  
 AGM – Monday 12 August:  Everyone living in Bywong is invited to attend the Community’s Annual General 

Meeting on Monday evening 12 August. Residents can become members on the night – there is no fee and formalities are 

minimal. So please turn up and help our work in support of the community. 
  Most of you are aware of the efforts of a small group of locals to maintain regular activities which support and foster 

our area and its residents. Amongst these are  major events such as the annual Car Boot Sale and Trivia Night, and a range of 

smaller occasions such as nature walks, Christmas drinks and guest speakers. Some new blood would help us keep up these 

activities and undertake some new projects – all we need is a few more people to share the tasks and provide the ideas. So 

please consider what you might be able to contribute! 
  The AGM is a short meeting, whose main business is to hear a summary of the year’s activities and  elect office bearers 

for the coming year. Nominations may be made on the night. Anyone who is a member on the night may stand or vote. The 

ideal outcome of the meeting for us is that some new faces would provide a little more opportunity for sharing the tasks, so 

people can choose how much or how little time they devote to our activities. Being a committee member is not onerous, 

especially since we have devised running sheets which outline details of our major activities. We can offer refreshments and a 

warm hall on the night. 
  Be there! The time is 7.30 p.m. on the evening of Monday 12 August at the Community Hall in Birriwa Road. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bywong  

Community News 
www.bywongcommunity.org.au 

Darryl Bourke,President 
This News Put Together by 

the Bywong Committee 
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Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin - 38-year statistics from the Robertsons 
July rainfall to 28/7 … 40.5 mm     (July 2012  …  45.5mm) 

2013 rainfall to 28/7 …  308mm     (2012 rainfall to 31/7 … 550.5mm) 
Average August rainfall  …  55.1mm     (Aug 2012 …  37mm) 
Wettest August  …   170mm in 1984 Wettest Aug day  …  35mm on 7/8/85 
Driest August  …   5.5mm in 1994 Hottest Aug day  …  20C on 31/8/82 
Coldest Aug day …  5C X 8 times Coldest Aug night  …   -5C on 18/8/2010 

 

WAMBOIN 15 years ago. From the Whisper August 1998  -- Circulation  600 
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  WAMBOIN PONY CLUB   June – 2013 
 What a busy month for your local Wamboin Pony Club. Not only was there our regular rally day, which saw a great turnout of 

riders, but it was a busy day spent practicing for our Mounted Games Event. What a great day that turned out to be, held last week at 

Bungendore Showground. 95 riders from clubs all around the local area and some from 

further afield competed in the Wamboin Pony Club Friendly Games. It was great to see 

led riders as young as 3 years old competing alongside those older and much more 

skilled, however the nature of the event means all can have fun and enjoy the day. 

Mounted games involves horse and rider attempting various games which need skill and 

technique to complete tasks such as carrying items while riding or dismounting and 

completing tasks on the ground then riding again. All races are timed and teams are 

scored in these times. An exciting and fun day which all seemed to enjoy. Thanks to all the 

helpers on the day.  

 If  you have access to your own horse and are aged from 5-25 come along and join 

in the company of other riders and see what Wamboin Pony Club has to offer. Our club 

has dedicated volunteer instructors who will not only help your riding improve but make 

the day enjoyable. Wamboin Pony club usually meet’s twice a month on Sunday’s on our 

grounds at the end of Canning Close. For information about Wamboin Pony Club and our upcoming rally days go to our website: 

www.wamboin.pcansw.org.au  for information, we hope we will see you soon.  - Steve Quick 
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How The Whisper Gets Delivered Each Month 

The 50 or so people below each spend time every month to make sure that Wamboin and Bywong homes own and 

receive a free community newspaper written by residents.     If your deliverer has been on the job for a long time and you have 

a bit of time you could spare, think about offering to take over the job or help out.     If you already have too many tasks in 

your month, every now and then give your volunteer paperwoman/man/boy/girl a thank you.    

 Thanks to each of you.   - Ned Noel, volunteer editor 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

170:  CO-ORDINATED HELEN MONTESIN:  ph 6238 3208 

Fay Kelly Norton Rd West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Bill Owen Cooper Rd 26 

Helen Montesin Fernloff Rd 35 Stuart Whitten Canning Cl 17 

Julie Veal Poppet Rd  (for all on road) 32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 40 

172: CO-ORDINATED  BY KATHY HANDEL:  ph 6238  3596 

Joan Mason Bingley Way 48 Margaret Heleimin Merino Vale Dr 17 

Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 31 

Kathy Handel Norton (Weerona to Hilltop) 18 Penny Evans Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 26 

232:  CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER:  ph 6238 3489 

Lesley Page Valley View Ln 4 Deb Gordon Yalana East 44 

Colleen Foster B’dore Rd to Nrtn Rd  22 Rob Gorham South end Clare Valley 38 

Cassie Fisher Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin  The Forest Rd area  incl Joe Rcks 60 

Dominica Lorima North end Clare Valley 42 Bungendore Foodworks Bungendore 10 

245:  CO-ORDINATED BY JOHN VAN DER STRAATEN:   ph 6238  3590 

Sheryl Barnes Denley Dr (Sth End 1/2 way2 Kestral) 15 Brian Higgison Denley Dr (Birchmans to Kestral inc)  12 

Don Malcolmson Macs Reef Rd (Denley to Gum Flat) 7 Rhett Cox Macs Reef Rd (Newington to Bankers) 7 

Connie & Hans Bachor Dnly Dr to Macs Rf Rd incl Bchm Gr 28 Morag & Guy Cotsell Macs Reef Rd b’n Nwgtn& Harriott  30 
Nora Stewart Rovere Ln 7 Sandra Favre  Macs Reef Rd b’n Nwngtn& Harriott  20 

Carol & Clive Boughton Macs Reef Rd (Bankers to Fed Hwy) 33 Joan Milnor Birriwa Rd plus Macs Rf Rd to Harriott  30 

Beth Hope Gum Flat Ln 6 Tony Bond Hogan Dr/Orana  Dr/Yuranga Dr 35 
Kevin Beier  DenleyDr (Kestral2 1/2 way 2SthEnd) 15    

147: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET    ph 6238 3425 

Michael & Jose Deane FdHwSvcRd/Bidges/Hickey/O'Gold 63 Jenny Bryce Wattle Flat Rd 11 
Robert&Marzena Luton Sutton Park Estate 48 Penny & Russell Ball Macs Reef (Denley Dr to Bungdre Rd) 18 

Ian Coillet Grove Road 7    

203:  CO-ORDINATED BY KEVIN ANDERSON     ph 6236 9333 

Phil & Pam Dawes Donnelly Rd & Donnelly Ln 25 David Featherston Summerhill and Creekborough Rds 26 

Kevin Anderson B’dore Rd (Macs Reef to Summerhill) 35 Attila & Cherry Hrgsi. Snowgum Rd 26 

Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (Fed Hwy to Summerhill) 25 Chris Fowler Shinglehouse & Millyn Rds 20 
Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 21 Richard Holding Wyoming & Doust Rds 25 

109:  CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 6238  3484      

Diana Griffin Majors Close 18 David Anderson Weeroona (Majors to Denley) 36 

Advertisers & Misc (Out of area mailouts) 41 Palerang Council Council Offices 14 

TOTAL 1,278      

 

MR SWEEP 
CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING 

Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept 

Repairs & maintenance 
 Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh 
 Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters 

 Flue Extensions & Top Caps 
 Glass Replacements and Door Seals 
 Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced 

 Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning 
 Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed 

 Safety Checks Available 
 S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced  
 Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed 

For appointments or further information  

please phone Brian 

6258 1792 
 

 

 

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS 
Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators 

for HireRock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,  

Roadworks, House Sites, Sheds & Garages,  

Water Tanks, Footings,  Sand & Gravel, 

Landscape Supplies 

Supply and Install Septic Tanks and Absorption 

Trenches 

Enquiries Phone Darko     Phone  6238 1884    

Mobile  0408 682 191 
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Pumps and Rural Maintenance 
Specialising in pump installation, repair and sales 

ABN 28 980 965 960 
Rhett Cox 

Mobile: 0411 140 584 

Phone/Fax: (02) 6230 3387 

Email:  

rhettro@bigpond.com 
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Wamboin Golf 
by John Whitney 

 This months event was sponsored by Keith France and Parkhill Financial Group with 

Kathy and Keith looking after the eats. Our Wamboin golfers were out for the annual GST 

anniversary competition, an Ambrose teams event with a 10% GST complication factor in 

the handicapping. True to form for this event is the  Googly Ball and Dummy Spit awards - 

thanks Tony and Charlie for your participation! 

 Winners and Grinners: Our ball winners this month were Dave Hubbard, Len Ivey 

x2, Joan Mason x2, Paul Griffin, Lofty Mason, Keith France, Charlie Montesin and Tim 

Barter. 

 The 9 hole  winners were Ken and Alex Gordon with a score of 26.35, followed by 

Joan, Lofty and Pete Harrison with 30.85 then Deb and Madison Gordon on 39.05. The 18 

hole competition winners were Tim Barter and Len Ivey with a 60.3 followed by Paul Griffin 

and Dave Hubbard with a respectable 62.71. 

          Next months competition will be sponsored by the "Tradies". Come along to the 

Community Hall in Bingley Way on Sunday 4th August at 12:15 for a 12:30 start, all 

welcome.    Pictured: Wamboin Golfer Dave Hubbard 

 

A Request from the WaterWatch Office – Can You Help? 
 Would you like to know more about the mighty Yass and her catchment? Become a Waterwatcher and you will! 

When the Palerang Shire Council were looking at their water budget, there were three Waterwatch sites set up in the upper 

Yass Valley: one on Sutton Rd, where Amungula Creek runs underneath; one on Mac’s Reef Rd at the bridge over the Yass 

River; and one on Brookes creek, under the Federal Hwy. These have lapsed, but now we have a team in Yass township, and 

we’d love things to start up again up your end! [if you have friends in Sutton or Gundaroo we’d love to include McLaughlin’s 

Creek and the Yass at Rosamel St]  

 If you have forty minutes a month and love your catchment, we’d love to hear from you. 

 Contact us at: Molonglo Catchment Officer, Waterwatch@molonglocatchment.org.au (6299 2119) and Upper 

Murrumbidgee Waterwatch, woo.oreilly@act.gov.au (6207 2246) or Stephen.skinner@act.gov.au (6207 7032). 

 

LHPA CLASS ACTION 
by Trevor Kirk 

 I am convening a Class Action against the Livestock Health & Pest Authorities’ (LHPA) “rates” on the basis of 

hectarage size plus a “guess” of head it can carry. No other Australian State does.  LHPA uses “divide-and-conquer”, suing 

ratepayers individually, through Small Claims Courts. LHPA rates are charged on 10ha.  The recent LLS merger will reduce it 

to 2ha.    Our aim is not to interfere in on-ground LHPA works, just tax all fairly.  Uniting quickly is our chance to replace 

iniquitous tax with equity. 

 A website, www.lhpaclassaction.com, has been set up.  Make “At risk loans” to LHPA Class Action Bank accounts. 

Time is short so take action – LHPA Class Action.com – today 

  Do You Live on Denley Drive in the First 24 Mailboxes South of Kestral Drive? 

For at least a couple years Kevin Beier has delivered the Whisper to 24 mailboxes on Denley Drive from Kestral Place 

southward.    He is moving away from the neighbourhood.    I thank him for volunteering to do this task and doing it all this 

time.    If you live  on Denley Drive and own one of the first 24 mailboxes south of Kestral Drive, would you be willing to take 

over this job?    The only way the Whisper is delivered mailboxes is if someone volunteers to deliver them.    If you could do 

this job, please phone me on 6238 3484 or email me at nednoel@optusnet.com.au     - Ned Noel 

 

 

  

REG GIRALDI       

Licensed Builder 
N SW 145587C  ACT 2953C 

New Homes,  Extensions   Bathroom and Kitchen 

Renovations,    Carpentry, Tiling, Painting, 

Gyprock Repairs, Concreting, 

All Repairs and Insurance Work 

0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah) 

HIA Member 

 

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS 
Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators 

for HireRock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,  

Roadworks, House Sites, Sheds & Garages,  

Water Tanks, Footings,  Sand & Gravel, Landscape 

Supplies 

Supply and Install Septic Tanks and Absorption 

Trenches 

Enquiries Phone Darko     Phone  6238 1884    

Mobile  0408 682 191 
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Firewood

Quality Yellow and Red Box
$195 per tonne Split and delivered

Discount on 6 tonne and over
Phone David Skillin 6227 6129
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Nature Notes  July 2013 

Jo Walker 
 A few more showers, and a little snow, have kept the ground moist and the plants growing.  There are green carpets of 

tiny plants in all of the spaces between the grasses.  They are newly germinated but already identifiable as Cotula australis, 

Aphanes australiana and the little yellow daisy Triptilodiscus pygmaeus.  These tiny plants come up in massive numbers 

sometimes and are then not seen again, sometimes for years, until all the elements of ideal conditions for them coincide again. 

 The Silver Wattles (Acacia dealbata) are just beginning to flower (so it must be spring!), but very little else is showing 

much colour.  

 That comment applies to the plants, though.  There are plenty of colourful birds around.  The little mob of Red-browed 

Finches here now numbers fourteen and there are Blue Wrens everywhere.  The Scarlet Robins and a pair of Yellow Robins 

are busy searching for food amongst the shrubs and trees, and the Kookaburras are making a lot of noise and appear to be 

looking for a nesting site.  Recently, there was a lone Grey Teal on the dam, the first one I’ve seen here.  The pair of Wedge-

tailed Eagles that regularly pass over my place has been reduced to one recently – hope the other one is still about somewhere, 

perhaps on an early nest. 

 The echidnas seem to have been busy all winter, as just about all of the meat ants’ nests have large holes dug in them. 

 I’ve been cutting up some of the dead wattles for firewood – and always remove the bark and transfer any insects to a 

safe place.  This year, there have been hardly any of the usual insects and not even many spiders.  Last week, I finally came 

across about a hundred ladybird beetles under a loose piece of bark, but this lack of insects doesn’t bode well for the birds that 

depend on them, such as the Orange-winged Sitellas that were once common visitors but have now decreased in numbers and 

are sighted less often. 

 

 

 
 

BINGLEY CONTRACTORS 
Ph: 0418 201784   or  0419 483 103   AH 6230 3385 

WATER DELIVERY 
Prompt, reliable service  of domestic water at competitive rates 

ACTEW approved tankers      Local Carrier since 1994      1761 Sutton Road, Sutton 

  

 

 
 

Yellow Brick Road Wealth Management 
Queanbeyan is now open for business. 

 
Ask us about Smarter Money or the Rate 

Smasher Home Loan. Ring for 
appointment. 

 
Ph 6299 0414, Mob 040099 1871,  Shop 

11/251 Crawford St Queanbeyan  

 

 
 
  

 
 
Lydia Teodorowych 
Branch Principal & Wealth Manager, CR: #441758 

 
 
 
Yellow Brick Road Queanbeyan 
Shop 11/251 Crawford Street, Queanbeyan, NSW 2620 
T 02 6299 0414 M 0400 991 871 F  
E lydia.teodorowych@ybr.com.au W www.ybr.com.au 
  
  
 
● Home Loans ● Financial Planning ● Accounting & Tax 
● Insurance ● Commercial Loans ● Plant & Equipment 
  
 
We invest in building strong lifelong relationships with our customers; if you 
are happy with our service please refer us to your family and friends.  
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Morning Tea and Music 

...a monthly community event in our region... 
 We are yet to get a name, although several have been proposed, but we do have a formula for the new Tuesday morning 

group at St Andrews, Wamboin.  

 Whether it’s called the Merry Gerries or Songs and Scones it doesn’t really matter. What matters is that a group 

gathered for the first time at 10 am last Tuesday, 23rd, for tea, coffee, cakes, chatter and song in a cosy environment. It was a 

small group, but an enthusiastic one that looks forward to growing in size and enjoyment. 

  All members of the community, especially older ones, who would like some company, a chance to chat over morning 

tea, perhaps join in some singing or simply listen to others are invited to come along. We welcome anyone with something to 

share; ideas, music, a cake or a good story. If it’s not for you, maybe you know someone else who might like to join the fun.  

We have a few good cooks in our midst, a couple of excellent musicians and some people with cars willing to assist with 

transport, and we can always do with more, but most of all we need more participants, young and old. If you can help, or if 

you’d like to come to this community event and perhaps bring a friend you would be assured of a warm and happy morning. 

The next time we meet will be 27th August.  

 Mark your calendar      4th Tuesday of the month, 10am to noon, St Andrews, corner Norton and Poppet Rds 

 Contacts:  Robyn   6238-3202, Gai   6238-3899 

 

 
 

 

Woodbridge Plumbing Services 
 

Lic NSW 148394C  and ACT 199815827      
 

* Plumbing – Drainage – Gas Fitting (L.P.G / Natural Gas)   * Maintenance for the above  

* New Homes – Extensions – Renovations     * Gutters and Downpipes 

* Water filters (under sink or whole house)  * Blocked Drains  * Hydronic heating (Radiators) 

We assure you of our best attention and service at all times 

Please call Matt on 0428 489 399   Fax 02 6282 0621 
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Book Review -- Australian Bird Names: a Complete Guide 
By Ian Fraser and Jeannie Gray, published by CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood, Vic., May 2013, ISBN 9780643104693 (pbk). 

xv, 336 pages, b&w ill., 25 cm, $49.95, http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/6833.htm . 
Reviewed by David McDonald 

 One of the most popular birds in Wamboin is the Grey Strike-thrush. It is popular because it is attractive, it has a 
delightful set of calls and songs and a friendly personality (if you will forgive me being somewhat anthropomorphic). But why,
pray, is it called Grey Shrike-thrush? It is certainly Grey, but is neither a strike nor a thrush! To answer this question, and 
thousands more along similar lines, one needs only turn to this fantastic book launched in June that sets out pretty much 
everything that anybody could want to know about the origin of the names of Australian birds. 
 In the case of the Grey Shrike-thrush, for example, the authors write that it is ‘Not a very satisfying name for a 

magnificent bird’. They advise that the name was first recorded in 1898, and 

document a variety of other names by which it has been known including the 
Port Jackson Thrush, the Austral Thrush, the Harmonious Thrush, the Native 
Thrush, Duke-Wellington, Jock Whitty and Whistling Dick (among other 
names), ‘all references to elements of the beautiful and complex song’.

 The authors then explain that the scientific name of this bird is 
Colluricincla harmonica, Latin for ‘musical shrike-thrush’. They advise how 

to pronounce this (col-lo-ri-SINK-luh har-MO-ni-kuh) and note that the genus 
name Colluricincla is Greek for ‘shrike-thrush’ and the species name 
harmonica comes from a Greek word that means ‘skilled in music’ and a Latin 

word meaning ‘harmonious’.

 So there we have it, heaps of information about the name of this lovely 
bird. 
 So what about the magpie, another Wamboin favourite? The Australian 
Magpie is so named, we are advised, ‘…both to distinguish it from the 

European Magpie and to unify the three former species [of magpies]…which 

were recognised until recently’. As with the Grey Shrike-thrush, the authors 
have documented the various other scientific and common names by which 
this species has been and is currently known, record the details of the former 
three species of magpie that are now lumped as the Australian Magpie, advise 
how to pronounce the scientific name and provide the translation of the 
scientific name and its origin in Latin. The scientific name of the Australian 
Magpie, by the way, is Cracticus tibicen. Cracticus is the genus name for the 
butcherbirds (magpies are in this genus) and it is Greek for ‘noisy’. The 

species name tibicen is from a Latin word meaning ‘a piper or flute-player’.
Thus Cracticus tibicen means a ‘piping noisy bird’, referred to by the authors as a ‘very apt’ name.

 The authors live in Canberra and are active members of the Canberra Ornithologists Group. Ian Fraser is an award-
winning local naturalist, conservationist, author, ABC 666 broadcaster, natural history tour guide, environmental consultant 
and adult educator. Jeannie Gray is a retired teacher and counsellor with a lifelong passion for the study of languages and 
natural history. 
 The bulk of the book provides the kind of information that I have summarised above for the Grey Shrike-thrush and the 
Australian Magpie. It covers all the birds on the official Australian list, including both native and exotic (introduced) species. 
The book includes a comprehensive index to both the English names and scientific names of the bird species and subspecies 
(races). 
 Also of considerable interest in this volume is an introduction which explains how the common names of Australian 
birds have been derived and gives brief biographies of the ornithologists who have been most instrumental in establishing the 
taxonomies of Australian birds, including their scientific names and English names. The introduction also discusses how the 
scientific names of birds are derived and gives other helpful advice as to how to use the book. 

Lest you think that this book is dry science, throughout it contains Ian Fraser’s voice—perhaps you listen to his natural 
history program on ABC 666 radio? For example, in noting that the Gentoo Penguin, an Antarctic species, is (allegedly) named 
after the Telugu (the authors spell it Telegu) people of southern India, they write ‘If this is indeed the origin of the name, as is 
generally asserted, the connection seems likely to remain one of the great mysteries of the universe’.

And with regard to my favourite Australian bird, the Superb Lyrebird, they write, referring to its name, ‘The catch is 

that no live lyrebird can or does hold its tail erect in the lyre-shape depicted in many early illustrations–it is either folded 
horizontally behind or cascaded forward over the body in display. This is clearly a bird characterised and named from a skin’. 
 I have no doubt that this book will be acclaimed, long into the future, as one of the landmarks in writing about 
Australian birds. Although it is based on an incredible amount of meticulous scientific research into ornithology, taxonomy and 
etymology, its contents are highly accessible to the lay reader. Pedants will identify tiny errors in the text. I hope that the 
authors will collate these and, in due course, produce a second edition that will be even more valuable than this first 
presentation. 
 Anybody with an interest in the local environment, and the wonderful birds that help make Wamboin such a great place 
to live, will find that they regularly dip into this book to answer the questions ‘how did that bird get its English name’, and 
‘what does its scientific name mean’?
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Proposal by NSW Wildlife Council 

that Adjacent Landowners be Considered 

In Evaluating a Landowner’s Request to Cull Wildlife   
by Philip Machin 

 At this month’s Wamboin Community Association meeting (16 July) an item was discussed as to whether neighbouring 

property owners should be consulted if an adjacent landowner wants to apply for a non-commercial licence to cull wildlife – in 

this case kangaroos. 

 The topic arose from a recent NSW Wildlife Council (NWC) proposal to the NSW Minister of Environment & 

Heritage. The proposal makes the argument that – given wildlife often wanders across more than one property boundary, 

landowners in the locality should have the opportunity to agree or disagree to a planned cull that may affect them. Currently a 

property owner can act unilaterally, not inform or consult anyone, and apply for a licence to cull. 

 The discussion drew out the prospect that other activities, such as development applications, poisonous baits, burn-offs 

and bonfires need neighbours to be informed – so why not the intention to kill-off wildlife? 

 Culling may or may not be justified and by consulting other people affected a balanced judgement can be made. In 

particular, the National Parks and Wildlife staff will have access to more information when they decide whether to agree to an 

application. If the NWC proposal gets adopted, then it will be up to the Office of Environment and Heritage to change the 

S121 regulations and re-design the application form. As mentioned at the meeting, some flexibility would be needed to allow 

for situations where neighbours cannot be contacted or there is some other difficulty. 

 The NWC proposal reflects on the current government’s NSW 2021 Plan that has a goal to increase the opportunities 

for people to look after their own neighbourhoods and environment and to set priorities locally. 

 The NWC proposal does not preclude culling of wildlife where that is necessary and NPWS staff retain the authority to 

make an informed decision, regardless as to whether neighbours agree or not. There were other related issues raised, including 

the need for property owners to keep neighbours informed if shooting is taking place. 

 The WCA voted in favour of supporting the NWC proposal with a “general in-principle support” letter to be forwarded 

to the Minister.  

 

 

 
 

  

 
  

 

DEANE FENCING 
Jamison ACT 2614 

Phone: 6230 3088     Mobile 0414 525 525 

Email: deane.fencing@hotmail.com 

Specialises in Road, Bridge, Carpark Safety Barriers 

 and Fencing 

- Guard rails 

- Wire rope (flex fence) barriers 

- Isolator concrete barrier 

- Thriebem guardrail 

- Work zone barriers 

- Pedestrian barriers 
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We could use this page to tell you how good we are, but we’re not like that! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our best asset is our reputation – talk to friends, neighbours and others that have 

had dealings with Sutton Real Estate or invite us to your home for a free, no 

obligation sales or rental appraisal and decide for yourself. 

Call 6238 0999 
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Palerang Council’s Project Manager 

for the Macs Reef Road Upgrade, Engineer Barry Osmond, 

 Provides Information for Residents on the Project’s Status 

as of Tuesday Morning, July 30, 2013 
Written Down Here by Ned Noel 

 Question:   Is it right that the completion of the project has been delayed because of wet weather? 

 Answer:   Yes, rain has significantly protracted the project. 

 Question:   Why is it unwise to seal the road until it is dry? 

 Answer:   For the top bitumen seal to properly bond with the pavement below the moisture content of the pavement 

must be within a desired range.   Too much moisture makes it easy for the stones that are part of the bitumen seal to be 

punched by traffic down into the pavement.  This has the potential to create holes that allow moisture to run through into the 

pavement and leave a slick slippery surface called flushing. Moisture in the pavement will start to deform the profile where the 

greatest force is exerted commonly in wheel paths.   Too little moisture in the pavement makes the gravel weak and it 

segregates, which is not ideal for sealing. The bitumen, which is the waterproofing for the road, needs to bond with the 

pavement aggregate and it also needs to capture the wearing surface aggregate to provide a good seal. 

 Question:   How much dry weather is required to enable completion of the project? 

 Answer:   Five to eight days of dry or nearly dry weather, including some days of sunshine are generally necessary.    

Less than 5 millimetres of rain during the period can sometimes be tolerated.    As of Monday evening, July 29, we are hoping 

for a couple more fairly dry and ideally sunny days so that we can put in the bitumen seal.  We did some preparatory work on 

Saturday, July 27.   If we don’t get significant drying, we just have to wait. 

 Question:  Does our use of the unsealed road make the eventual sealing harder and more expensive? 

 Answer:   Yes and No.   Allowing traffic on the road protracts any period where work can be done, such as preparing 

the pavement for final bitumen seal, as the workable area is reduced. On the other hand, the traffic helps to compact the 

pavement similarly to proof rolling and will exposing weak areas in the pavement.   As the unsealed pavement is compacted, 

trapped excess moisture pushes its way up through the voids in the road base towards the surface commonly resulting in 

deformation and longitudinal cracking indicating an area of weakness.    We can then fix that defect by ripping the area and 

drying the gravel and compacting.  

 Question:  Did the rebuild to date encounter any significant or interesting challenges or unforseen costs or savings? 

 Answer:   I’m only going to give a one word answer to that question:  yes. 

 Question:  How do the council and the road crew’s deal with the setback to schedules and available work when an 

uncontrollable factor like weather  intervenes? 

 Answer:    There is enough maintenance work in the Palerang Council area to keep permanent staff busy, in theses rain 

events clean-up work is common.   Contractors are generally laid off until the weather allows resumption of their project.    

 Question:    Can you briefly outline the work still remaining to be done on Macs Reef Road and give a rough idea of 

how long it might take once it can start?   

 Answer:   The main task is to apply the final bitumen seal on top of the pavement as it exists today (Tuesday morning, 

July 30).   After the seal we will sweep the seal, install signage, line marking and roadside guide posts.  This will take 

approximately 2 weeks to complete once the bitumen seal is completed. 

 
  

 
BUNGENDORE LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 
FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS 

 
 

      Firewood Sand, Gravel, Mulch, Topsoil, Veg-Mix 
Feature rocks and riverstone    Mushroom compost, Bobcat 

Decomposed granite (yellow)    Excavator and Roller 
Ironbark strainers and poles Certified weighbridge, Cement 

Old Railway Sleepers, Wine Barrels, Pavers  Hardwood sleepers – Stakes – Pegs 

     Ph 6238 0460   Open 7 Days    36 King Street  Bungendore 
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BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS NIGHT – BONFIRE FUEL WANTED 
 The 2013 Wamboin Bonfire and Fireworks Night is planned for Saturday the 21 of September. Please note that if the 

Election is called on that date the Bonfire and Fireworks Night, plus The Produce Markets, will have to be run on a different 

day. (If anyone has the ear of the Prime Minister, please let Kevin know how inconvenient this would be!) 

 Now is a good time to start to reduce the fire hazards on your property by clearing unwanted stumps, logs, prunings and 

brush. Delivering suitable fuel to the Bonfire site at the Community Centre, Bingley Way, will help make the night a 

memorable occasion. Please do not mix in treated timber, old carpets, metal fittings or other non-burnable materials 

because volunteers have to separate these items. Last year we were disappointed to find a ute load of rubbish that had to be 

taken to the tip. For obvious reasons we would appreciate if you threw your material as high as you can on the pile. This night 

is a major, and sometimes only, fund raising activity for our community groups who run the food & drink stalls. Lofty Mason. 

Phone 6238-3258. 

 

 

 . 

 

 

 

.  

 
 

 

 

 

DOG LOVERS 

Dog Training and Behaviour course for Beginners IN BYWONG 
A well-behaved dog is a pleasure to own. Spending a little time with your dog each day and knowing just what to 

ask of your dog is what this course will teach you. You will be learning about basic dog behaviour and 

psychology, as well as various obedience exercises, such as sit, drop, wait, come and walking on a loose lead. 

These classes will also discuss dealing with dogs and snakes and how to control dogs around livestock and 

wildlife, including advice on how to train your dog to avoid snakes. 

 Children are very welcome to the classes, however please discuss with us if your child will need help from 

an adult throughout the lessons.   Class duration: 1 hours  Cost: $135 per dog for 6 weeks.Class limit: 6 people 

  Please call Heike Hahner on 4842 7143 or email hhahner@bigpond.com 

 

 

   

 

Electrical Contractor - Bywong 
 

Roland Wolf     

 
ACT Lic. No. 200112470  

NSW Lic. No. 215271C 

 

Installations and Repairs    

Domestic & Commercial    

All Work Guaranteed 

0402 156 016    rgwolf1@bigpond.com 
 

 
The Feed Shed    Bungendore 

Supplying Quality Lucerne & Pasture Hay Good Range of 
Bagged Feed and Chaff 

Steel Cattle and Horse Yard Panels Stock and General 

Transport Open 7 Days  Locally Owned 

Steve Hughes        
Ph 62380900  0408 481 664     
32 King Street   Bungendore 
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Roaming Dogs 
 A few weeks ago, a kangaroo was badly mauled by a dog near my house – one hind-leg was broken 

completely and hanging by a piece of skin.  She had to be euthanased.  Yesterday, I found another 

kangaroo dead and half eaten by dogs at the end of the driveway.  These were elderly kangaroos, both of 

which I’d watched on my place since they were joeys.  It was very distressing to see them come to such 

an end. 

 Dogs occasionally escape from secure areas, and I’ve returned several of these to grateful owners.  

These are not the ones I’m concerned about.  Some dogs are being allowed to roam indiscriminately, 

during the day and at night, and these are the ones that are causing problems. 

 Not everyone lives in Wamboin to enjoy the proximity of nature and wildlife, but a lot of us do.  

So, if you are the owner of a roaming dog, consider your neighbours and keep it at home.  Please! 

 - Jo Walker 
 

 
 

 

MR SWEEP  --  CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING 
Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept                                    Repairs & maintenance        

Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh                                            Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters       
   Flue Extensions & Top Caps                                                       Glass Replacements and Door Seals                      

Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning                                                                 Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed 
Safety Checks Available                                                            S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced  

Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced                                                               Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed 
 

For appointments or further information please phone Brian 

6258 1792 

 

 

 

 

 

AAA ALL AREAS WATER 
CARRYING 
DOMESTIC WATER 

7 days Prompt Delivery 
STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000 ltrs) 

ACTEW Approved Tankers, for Tanks, Pools, etc. 

 
GARRY 0428 626 838 

 or 6297 3648 
Local Water Carrier Since 1985 
PO Box 807, Queanbeyan, 2620 
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An occasional column 

 

First, a follow-up to last month’s blurb on ‘Our Community” and my invitation to for you to send your suggested additions to 

the list of active ‘communities’ in our area.  I received emails from two people: 

1. Brigid was interested in knowing more about the yoga group.  (Done, following a little help from a friend.) 

2. Phil suggested Land for Wildlife (LfW) and Wildcare …‘both of which add considerably to networking local people and 

generating mutual interest in local flora and fauna.’ He added that ‘LfW now has about 35 members in our area and will 

over time push out into Palerang.  Wildcare covers a huge area, but locally there may be 36 members.  Wildcare touches a 

lot of people by their visits to sort out wildlife problems and give advice.’  Sounds pretty reasonable to me. 

 

So, to complete??? the picture, here’s the list updated - devoid of the last month’s ‘deliberate’ duplications: 

 
Wamboin Community Association Blessing of the Animals Pilates group 

Bywong Community Association Wheels of Wamboin Wamboin Book Group 

St Andrews Anglican Church Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade Wamboin Home Produce Market 

Wamboin Playgroup WSEFOAROFFOTs – Fire Brigade’s 
gathering of senior (seasoned) brigade 

members on Friday afternoons. 

Wamboin Annual Curry Night 

Scout Group BCA – Trivia Night Wamboin Fishing Club 

Pony Clubs – Wamboin & Geary’s Gap BCA – Christmas drinks Community FireWise Groups 

Prayer Group BCA - Annual Car Boot Sale EagleHawk Hotel Social Group 

Bible Study Group Greenways Walking Group WCA Bonfire & Fireworks Night 

Wamboin Golf Club Geary’s Gap/Wamboin Landcare Christmas Carols – WCA Hall 

Wonderful Women of Wamboin WCA’s monthly community newsletter – 
‘The Whisper’ 

Land for Wildlife 

Lake George Day VIEW Club Websites – WCA/BCA/Fire Brigade Wildcare 

Yoga group Bywong & Wamboin Community Halls  

 

As Phil, in his email, went on to say, ‘it’s interesting to see what holds a spread out rural community together’.  Indeed.  If 

anyone would like to take this list further  - you have my blessing. 

 

*          *          *          * 

QUIZ:     Where Am I? 

 

This is too easy, you’ll all know the answer – it’s Millpost Hill, of 

course.  Perhaps you’ve walked to the peak and checked out the 

magnificent 360 degree view; there’s Black Mtn Tower to the 

south-west; Lake George escarpment and the wind turbines to the 

north-east; to the south is a sobering perspective of the northern 

boundary of the vast Kowen Forest that runs along the southern 

edge of Wamboin; all around you can take in the remnant stands 

of dry schlerophyll eucalypt forest that dot the landscape like a 

Fred Williams painting.  This time of year you can see smoke 

drifting from the odd burn off (appropriately notified of course), as 

well as from several home chimneys.  On occasions, I know of a 

few friends who traipse up Millpost Hill just before dusk, avec 

picnic hamper replete with champers and ready themselves for a 

solo or group howl as the full moon begins its rise above the scarp 

in the east.  

 

But, I digress.  Back to the Quiz.  On this occasion it is not where 

am I, nor is it what becomes some local residents to gather atop a 

hill to howl at a full moon (although I’d be interested in hearing 

your theory on that).  For the Quiz, just three questions: 

1. How high is Millpost Hill above sea level?  780m, 848m or 

890m. 

2. Is it the highest hill in Wamboin? If not, what is and height? 

3. When is the next ‘howling’ session? 

Answers located in this Whisper’s New Classifieds. 
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Editor’s Note:   Dr. Natasha Hovanaessian of Canberra Equine Hospital agreed to pay for this page as advertising, to use their 

own logo and to provide their contact information, but, under their own editorial control, to use the page to provide veterinary 

information they judge will be helpful to residents. 

. 
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Councillor’s Corner 
Planning Reform — As if battling through the gestation of the new Palerang Local Environmental Plan (PLEP) hasn’t been 

difficult enough, we are also in the throes of major planning reform that will see a significant restructure of NSW and local 

government planning instruments (http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/a-new-planning-system-for-nsw). We’ll just see the new 

PLEP take effect and it’ll be all change again. 

That’s probably a bit dramatic. It’s not really as bad as it sounds—there is a formal migration path mapped out, and our new 

Standard Instrument LEP is a necessary precursor to the implementation of the new planning system. 

While there are still concerns about some aspects of the new system, it’s designed to bring planning into the electronic age. 

The primary goal is to simplify the whole planning approvals process with, amongst other things, the ability to produce what 

amounts to a tailored LEP excerpt, and simple planning check list for any individual property at the press of a button—or 

maybe more accurately, the click of a mouse. The idea is that this will eliminate the need to tediously wade through pages of 

irrelevant legislative instructions, to work out what planning approvals may or may not be required, and what conditions might 

apply to some project you wish to undertake. 

Part of the reason for requiring all councils to migrate to the new Standard Instrument format is that it moves much more 

towards the visual presentation of information in map overlays. These, of course, can be very nicely integrated with 

Geographic Information System (GIS) technology to allow an applicant to retrieve any information that can be presented in 

this format. 

You can view versions of the maps provided with the draft PLEP on my website at 

http://peteharrison.id.au/infozone/lep/index.php?op=plepmaps (or just go the website and navigate down to Palerang Info 

Zone > PLEP > Maps). The colours are a little difficult to work with at the moment, but all maps, for all localities in NSW, 

are produced on a common grid, using the same colours so that together they form a consistent montage of the whole state. 

These maps are not yet ‘clickable’, but the idea is ultimately to be able to navigate down to an individual lot, and simply click 

on it to retrieve all the relevant planning details from the new, integrated Local Plan, of which the current LEP will be just one 

part. 

There’s still a bit of work to do, but we’re making progress… 

PLEP Update— As a brief postscript, council planning staff have collated the submissions received during the exhibition 

phase earlier this year, and are nearing completion of the associated report for Council’s consideration. Depending on the 

extent of any recommended changes, the revised draft may go out for a second period of exhibition. Either way, it is expected 

that the final draft will be with the Department of Planning and Infrastructure before the end of the year, and gazetted early in 

2014. 

The Palerang Blog—New entries in my councillor website Blog (http://peteharrison.id.au/blog) since my last update: 

Planning Reform 

In the Zone 

Council’s General Meetings are held on the first Thursday of the month, commencing at 5.00 pm. Members of the public are 

welcome. The meeting location varies—check Council’s website (http://palerang.nsw.gov.au) for details. Meeting Business 

Papers are also available on Council’s website on the Friday preceding the meeting. 

Cr Pete Harrison, Ph. 6238 3640, Mob. 0427 711 028,   

      Email: Pete.Harrison@palerang.nsw.gov.au, Website: www.peteharrison.id.au 

  

New Classifieds 

We'd like to give away approximately 40 large, thriving Buxus plants to anyone who wishes to dig them up. Is there a place to 

make that offer in the Whisper please?  Sally Simpson  - 6238-3549 

For sale – Canon EOS 1100D (Rebel) camera complete with 18-55 mm lens. Plus UV filter, polarizer, extra battery and 

case.  $350.00.  Ideal beginner SLR digital kit. Used 10 days only while main camera under repair on holiday. Dick Henley 

6238-3036  

Husqvarna LTH2038 – Ride on mower in as new condition and has only done 42 hours on the clock. $2600 o.n.o.   Phone 

Joseph on 6236 9635 or 0424 191 307.  

MISSING - Milly, our Golden Retriever is missing from 300 Macs Reef Rd Bywong. Last seen late Jun .    She is 

microchipped and had a pick collar with her name and a phone number (It is possible the collar came off)’   Anyone with 

details please contact Gary 0417347955 or Marnie 0421050779. (Photo attached) 

Answers to STABLE DOOR Quiz: 1. 890m.   2. No. Poppet Hill. 918m.  3. Your call (howl) but next full moon is Wed 21 

Aug. 
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Wamboin Muse 
Jill Gregory 

  I was beginning to think I’d lost July this year, wiped out by a thick blanketing fog that stubbornly refused to budge.... 

and then it lifted. But I wasn’t fooled by a blue sky into thinking winter was on the wane  especially when I saw the mountain 

tops painted with snow, a morning puddle with icy claws scratched across its surface and a small pine tipped with ice beads on 

drooping needles looking like a Christmas tree in July. But it’s so nice to see the sun again, and the garden thinks so, too. It’s 

stirring, shrugging off its winter torpor and slowly coming out of the shadows. There are the first hellebores, and violets, pink, 

white and purple, spears of daffodils and jonquils pushing through beds of fallen leaves, plump manchurian pear buds and 

wattles almost ready to burst . I’ve cheated the rabbits this time and bought “bloomers”. Now I have pots of coloured 

polyanthus, sweet smelling stocks and colourful kales safely stowed away on the verandahs, hinting at spring. Frogs in the 

gullies are practising their scales again, the little boy wrens have found the “dress ups” box, and a scarlet robin caught my 

delighted eye on one of my walks.  

 I went away last weekend. I travelled for eight hours, cocooned in a time capsule with my head buried in a book, 

numbed to my surroundings. I arrived at a railway station which looked like any other railway station in a big city, waited for 

the green light and joined fellow travellers on the grey footpath between grey buildings under a square of cold grey sky. The 

back views and faces could have been in any city in any part of the world. Then, out of the blue, I heard an Australian accent 

and realised that I had really not gone all that far. I was actually in Melbourne, still in Australia and not technically a foreigner! 

 It was fun to play at being a Melbournian for a weekend. Everything I wanted seemed to be within walking distance, 

and I discovered a new religion and a new church; coffee at cafes on a Sunday morning. The Communion wine and wafers 

came with a new twist. I joined the congregation but showed my lack of faith by opting for a pot of tea rather than a double 

shot latte. However, I was pleased to see that even though no one could hear each other above the din and clatter, they were 

engaging in the old fashioned way, talking instead of texting. The staff was pleasant, not just plastic pleasant, but their eyes 

betrayed them. I suspect they’d rather have been in bed sleeping off their “big night” than at the “new church” masquerading 

as altar boys. 

 Coming home, with a bag of dirty clothes and happy memories, is always the best part of going away, and this time I 

arrived in the dark, smelled the damp air and brushed past the winter honeysuckle, sweet and fragrant. It is good to be 

home......and after a walk to the letter box along the gravel road between the expectant wattles, I’ll make myself a cup of 

coffee, long black, and listen to the sounds of silence. I wouldn’t live anywhere else.  

 

 

OAKLEIGH BERRY FARM  
Raspberry, Blackberry, Quince, Feijoa. 

 
Grown locally on our farm on Sutton Road and 

made into 
 Jam, Curd, Vinegar, Syrup, Jelly, Sauce, Paste. 

Dried into Leathers, Preserved in spirits.   
All available for purchase  

 at the Wamboin Produce Markets each month. 
Fresh fruit available seasonally 

Alan and Eleanor  
Ph. 62383224   Mob. 0429 434944 

alan.rope@priam.com.au 
 

 
 




